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This years’ Traveller Pride Week took place from 18th – 26th June. The week started off with 
Bridget Quilligan from the Irish Traveller Movement and our own Bridget McCarthy 
(Traveller Community Health Worker) appearing on TV3’s Ireland AM, on Monday 18th 
June. They spoke with great clarity about the difficulties and health problems faced by 
Travellers and of the purpose of Pride Week, bringing a vital message to the public about 
the inequalities in our society. Bridget describes the experience on page 3 on this 
newsletter (see below). Later that day, the week of celebration and culture in Kerry was 
officially launched by Mr. Jimmy Deenihan T.D., Minister of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
at the County Library in Tralee. 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

… a vital message to the public about the inequalities in our society… 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Monday: The Tralee Photo & Craft Exhibition 
 

 
 
On Monday 18th June Minister Jimmy Deenihan launched a special Photo & Craft exhibition 
in Kerry County Library, Tralee. The event began at 3pm with nearly 70 invitees in 
attendance, as well as people from the media. MC for the day was Patricia O’Brien 
(Traveller Community Link Worker from Killarney) who welcomed everybody, introduced 
speakers and announced the winners of our recent art competitions. Also speaking were 
Owen McCarthy (KTHCDP Manager); Jimmy Mulligan (KTHCDP Chairperson); Molly 
McCarthy (Traveller Community Link Worker from Listowel) and Jimmy Deenihan, TD (our 
Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht).  
 
Refreshments were served, including CE worker Molly McCarthy’s very popular queen 
cakes. The exhibition featured a great collection of both historical and modern photographs 
as well as a variety of Traveller craftwork including model caravans and finely-stitched 
aprons. The project would like to express its gratitude and appreciation to Minister 
Deenihan and to all who allowed the use of their items in the exhibition or who entered the 
art competitions. 
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The KTHCDP needs YOU!  If you 
have been involved with work 
related to the Kerry Travellers 

Health & Community Development 
Project which you feel could be 
included in this newsletter then 

please get in touch and let us 
know! 

 
Call JP in the Tralee office on 066 

7120054 or email 
johnpaulkthcdp@eircom.net 
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Wednesday: Killarney Exhibition of Traveller 
Health & Culture 

 

Our Traveller Health Workers Bridget McCarthy and 

Helen O’Driscoll along with Patricia O’Brien organised a 

special culture exhibition in Killarney, which also had 

stands with information on health issues run by public 

health nurses Hannah Healy and Caroline Fogarty. This 

event was launched on the Wednesday in Killarney 

Sport & Leisure Centre between 11:30am and 2pm. A 

great selection of Traveller photos was on display 

alongside more of the entries for the art competitions 

and it was a great chance for a chat and a cup of tea! 

There was the opportunity for visitors to have their 

blood pressure and sugar levels checked, while people 

from the South West Counselling Centre provided 

support and information on mental health issues. The 

event was a great success with a large number of 

visitors and some very positive feedback – well done to 

the Killarney team! 

 

 

Pride Week 2012: Special Report (contd.) 

Tuesday: Travellers in I.T. Tralee 

Tuesday 19th June saw an interview with Christina Boland on Radio Kerry. Formerly a 
community worker with KTHCDP, Christina is now Traveller Liaison Officer with the Institute 
of Technology, Tralee. She was accompanied by Marguerite McCarthy, regional reporter for 
the ‘Voice of the Traveller’ magazine. They spoke at length about the great success the 
institute has had with special education courses run for the Traveller community and 
described the skills and opportunities local Travellers have gained as a result. Several 
messages of praise and support for her work were sent to the station following her 
interview and our congratulations go out to the Travellers who graduated from these 
courses this summer. 

All Week: Health Information Sessions 
 

A number of special health information mornings were held during Pride week. These were organised by our Traveller Community 
Health Workers – Anita Quilligan, Doll McCarthy, Breda Quilligan, Bridget McCarthy and Helen O’Driscoll – who, with help from local 
health professionals, went to great effort to promote wellbeing and make their community more aware of important health issues.  
 
One of these mornings took place in Rahoonane Community Health Centre. Present there alongside our community workers were 
two health professionals: Gemma Hilario (Tralee Community Drugs Worker with NEKD) provided advice on drug abuse within the 
community; and Julianne Prendiville (Health Promotion Worker with the HSE) gave information on the effects and long-term 
damage caused by smoking (as well as testing the level of carbon monoxide in several volunteers’ lungs!). Anita Quilligan was on 
hand to teach about diabetes, testing blood sugar levels for warning signs, while Breda Quilligan demonstrated the horrors of 
alcohol with a pair of fantastic ‘beer goggles’ which faked the effects of intoxication. Some (very healthy) refreshments were 
provided by Doll McCarthy, helping us all to make better choices in what we eat.  
 
Anita and Doll organised some similar mornings in Listowel and Castleisland during the week to further spread awareness of these 
important health matters. Events like these are often organised by our Traveller Community Health Workers throughout the year, 
so remember to check our website or follow us on Facebook / Twitter to stay up to date! 
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Friday: Kerry Traveller’s Health & Community Development Project A.G.M. 

Our Pride Week events concluded on Friday 22nd June with members of the 

Community, staff, volunteers and management gathering for the annual general 

meeting of the Project. This was held at the Meadowlands Hotel at 11am, and 

featured a breakdown of the project’s key staff, finances and objectives for the 

coming year. The meeting was chaired by Hilary Scanlan (Vice Chairperson of Board 

of Management and Community Work Manager with the HSE) who welcomed 

everybody, introduced speakers and summed up the current status of the project. 

Once again, refreshments were provided as the events of Pride Week in Kerry drew 

to a close. Of course, we are already thinking of ways of marking Pride Week 2013 – if 

you have any suggestions then please let us know! In the meantime don’t forget to 

visit our website where you can keep up to date with the latest work of the project, 

or even follow us on Twitter or Facebook.  

________________________________________________________________________ 

Our thanks go out to everyone who helped 

make this year’s Pride Week one to remember! 

________________________________________________________________________  
The “Star Pupil” Programme 

 
The Star Pupil programme originated with the Kerry Interagency Traveller Strategy 2007 - 
2010. In this scheme 5th year Traveller students in the county’s secondary schools can 
apply for a paid summer job with Kerry local authorities and other major agencies taking 
part in the programme, provided that they commit to completing their Leaving Cert in the 
following year. This year there were 6 Traveller students eligible in Kerry: 4 in Listowel 
and 2 in Tralee. All of them got a job for 4 weeks in July working either with Kerry County 
Council in Tralee or Listowel Family Resource Centre. Many thanks to Kerry County 
Council and NEKD Listowel for funding the employment opportunities for the Star Pupil 
participants in 2012. 

Helena Clark 
 Community Worker 

 
 

Bridget McCarthy describes the Ireland 
A.M. experience: 

 

 
 
Going on Ireland AM was a brilliant 
experience for me. I was very nervous just 
before the show but after a while I was 
very relaxed. I am glad I had the 
opportunity to have done it. I hope I spoke 
well about the health of the Travelling 
community. I would like to thank my 
manager Owen McCarthy for his support 
and for giving me the opportunity. I also 
would like to thank Sharon McGillycuddy 
(Health Promotion Officer with the HSE) 
for preparing me for the show and to 
Bridget Quilligan for being supportive to 
me and easy to work with. 
 

Bridget McCarthy 
Traveller Community Health Worker 

 

Killarney Soccer Games 

Ballyspillane Family Resource Centre 
and Killarney Guards organised a 
soccer tournament on 30th June, 
which the Traveller Health workers 
promoted during outreach in 
Killarney. Young Traveller Denis 
O’Sullivan from Ballydribeen, Killarney 
won the Under-8's game and walked 
away with a great big trophy – well 
done Denis! 
 

 
Richard McCarthy's winning entry in our art competition (ages 12-16 years) 
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Kerry Travellers Health & 

Community Development 

Project 

St. Anthony’s House 
Mitchels Road 

Tralee 
Co. Kerry 

066 7120054 
kthcdp@eircom.net 

Challenging inequalities and bringing 
about positive change for the 

Traveller community 

Find us on the Web: 
kerrytravellersproject.wordpress.com 

 

Need Help Finding Work? 
 
 

 

Since June 2011 FAS has been funding a special programme 
to make it easier for Travellers to find work in Kerry. It is 
managed by EmployAbility Service Kerry. If you are a 
Traveller adult who is ready for a job or seeking work then 
this is the service for you!  
 
The service not only sources local employment, but also 
works out what your own needs and skills are, matching 
them to the best possible job to suit you. Your local 
Traveller Job Coach will also help you with CVs and 
interviews, and even give you on-going support when at 
work. 
 
If you are an adult Traveller in Kerry who needs help finding 
work then please contact Annie (Traveller Job Coach) on 
087 053 4111; Stephen (Traveller Job Coach) on 086 029 
4515; or your local FAS or LES office. 

“The Angels” Health 
Activity Programme in 

Killarney 
 
Ten Traveller women from Killarney 
recently completed a 7-week health 
activity programme. We would meet once 
weekly for 2 hour sessions with a different 
activity every week - walks, aqua-aerobics, 
swimming, weigh-ins etc. We had a lot of 
great help and support from the HSE 
health promotion team in Killarney. All of 
the women really enjoyed the course and 
felt both mentally and psychically better 
after it. The group named themselves ‘The 
Angels’ and has continued to meet on a 
weekly basis. 

Helen O’Driscoll 
Traveller Community Health Worker 

__________________________ 
 

Traveller Website of 
the Month 

 
This month’s recommended website is 

Minceirs Whiden, Ireland’s Traveller-Only 
Forum, founded in 2008. Minceirs Whiden 
seeks the full participation and inclusion 

of Travellers in the economic, social, 
political and cultural life of Ireland. Their 

site is found at: 
 

http://minceirswhiden.org/ 

Bridget McCarthy talks about her experience of the Sexual 
Health Foundation Programme Training 

 
As a Traveller Community Health Worker, Bridget undergoes training on a variety of 
different health topics, in order to spread that knowledge around the community. 
 
“I took part in Sexual Health Training over 10 days between January and May 2012. I 
am really glad I did it – I thought I would never complete it because of the time-frame 
and me being the only Traveller on the course, but the people on the course were very 
friendly to work with. The two facilitators were very supportive to me while I was on 
the course. I also was grouped with a woman called Joan to facilitate a group and the 
topic we went for was ‘Cervical Screening and Breast Screening’, which we both 
enjoyed doing. I am really glad I did the training and I would love to see more Travellers 
doing the training in the future. It was both a huge experience and a great experience.” 

 
Bridget McCarthy 

Traveller Community Health Worker 
 

 

 

 

Jimmy Quilligan’s winning 
entry in our art 

competition (ages 3 – 11 
years) 

 


