
CENA, a direct translation of the Traveller cant language term meaning home, announced their first pilot 

schemes to be located in Galway and Offaly providing a group housing scheme and a halting site.  The 

Traveller led body aims to supplement the current system of delivery operated through each local authority 

who are required under the Housing (Traveller Accommodation) Act, 1998 to adopt Traveller 

Accommodation Programmes (TAPs) to meet the existing and projected needs of Travellers in their areas. 

 

These TAPs ongoing for 16 years show a wide variance of delivery with some families on waiting lists for 

over 10 years for Traveller specific accommodation and where there continues to be an increase in families 

sharing facilities with others and without access to individual services and supplies.            

 

Speaking at the launch, Director of the Irish Traveller Movement Brigid Quilligan said; “The innovation of 

Cena as a complementary service provider brings a new emphasis, a new way of working with the 

community where consultation will form a central part to the end product.  Cena’s approach will take 

account of the community’s specific cultural needs and respond to those accordingly working with Local 

Authorities and Voluntary Housing Bodies in joint partnerships.” 

 

She continued: ““The current crisis in homelessness nationally will see an investment by the State of over 

€1.5bn in a combination of building, buying and leasing schemes by local authorities.    The sustainable 

future of Cena also relies on the investment partnership of the State and a commitment to seeking 

alternative models to accelerate the rate of delivery of homes for Travellers” 

 

Bridgie Casey Cena coordinator spoke of the guiding principles of the body and said; “The success of the 

organisation will be judged by the extent to which Travellers are accommodated in culturally appropriate 

accommodation that meets their needs, and that achieves Travellers’ right to a home within a sustainable 

community setting of their choice.  She outlined further what successful Traveller accommodation should 

aim for : 

 

 

 Where Travellers have their own strong and informed voice 

 If it plans to take into account the culture, way of life and values of Travellers 

 If developments are integrated and not segregated 

 If Travellers have a structure where the interests of residents are collectively represented on an 

ongoing basis 

 And where Travellers of all ages can feel an ownership of their homes and communities in which 

they are living 

Minister for Housing, Planning & Co-ordination of Construction 2020 Paudie Coffey who launched the 

project which was supported by the Department of Environment, Community and Local Government said 

“As a Traveller-led and Traveller-focused Approved Housing Body since 2013, CENA is breaking new 

ground.  Such a dedicated AHB can play a strong role alongside Housing Authorities in meeting the 

particular needs of Travellers.  So, having CENA on the scene will be fully complimentary to that and will, 

I believe, open up the scope for additional group schemes and halting sites which may be over and above 

the capacity of Housing Authorities.” 


